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December 18, 2025  
BC PNP 2026 allocation update   

 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) has notified the province that the 2026 

allocation for the BC Provincial Nominee Program (BC PNP) is 5,254.   

 

B.C. had requested an allocation of 9,000 for 2026 to help address the province’s labour market 

needs through the BC PNP, and B.C. will continue to discuss the 2026 allocation with IRCC.   

 

The BC PNP is determining how to best use this limited allocation and will share the 2026 priorities 

in the new year.   

 

December 15, 2025  
BC PNP final allocation for 202 5  

 

The BC Provincial Nominee Program (BC PNP) received an additional 960 nominations from the 

federal government resulting in a total allocation of 6,214 for 2025. All nominations are being 

applied to the priorities announced on  April 14, 2025 , including healthcare professionals, 

entrepreneurs, and high economic impact candidates. The BC PNP is also applying a portion of the 

allocation to the waitlisted International Post -Graduate (IPG) applications.   

 

The program will use its full allocation by December 31, 2025.   

 

The BC PNP will share 2025 results and 2026 priorities in the new year.  

 

October 2, 2025  
Additional BC PNP Nominations for 202 5  

 

The BC Provincial Nominee Program (BC PNP) has received 1,254 additional nominations from the 

federal government for 2025. These nominations will be applied to existing priorities as announced 

on April 14th, namely healthcare professionals, entrepreneurs, and high economic impact 

candidates. The additional nominations will also allow the Program to process a portion of the 

2,240 waitlisted International Post -Graduate (IPG) applications that were received in 2024 . 

 

The modest increase is insufficient for the BC PNP to expand on other priorities for 2025. B.C. 

continues to advocate to the federal government for further increases to the BC PNP allocation . 

  

https://staging.welcomebc.ca/cmsctx/pm/523690c3-927b-4a87-a4de-9e4b34f61ae1/culture/en-CA/wg/95cf3b01-a6ec-445a-9662-500fad906c18/readonly/0/ea/1/h/96443a9ee8259df1209ac76d0d9cd38300f3eae072c2b7b294e49a2c2bdabb68/-/immigrate-to-b-c/about-the-bc-provincial-nominee-program/news?uh=f1584424465d6b87469b7ed88faf21c7e1502040a9634811241aa7b88a30507e&lang=&langobjectlifetime=&administrationUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fstaging.welcomebc.ca/Admin#April_14_2025
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September 10, 2025  
Announcing a new and improved WelcomeBC.ca   

 

We’re excited to announce the launch of the new and improved WelcomeBC.ca. Guided by user 

feedback, the redesigned site provides a better experience for users by offering enhanced 

functionality, improved navigation, new features, and more. This includes, a mong others:   

  

• A modern design that personalizes the website’s layout and structure based on the needs of 

user groups  

• Updated and streamlined content that is tailored to users’ journey, guiding them to the 

information they need, when they need it  

• An intuitive navigation system that helps users find information across the site quickly and 

more efficiently  

By focusing on users’ journey and embracing an audience -based design, we hope that this change 

will make WelcomeBC.ca not just a source of information, but also as a valuable tool to help you 

successfully immigrate and start your new life in B.C.   

 

See for yourself and  explore the new website.  

 

September 10, 2025  
Now available: The B.C. Newcomers’ Guide 2025 edition   

 

We’re excited to announce the launch of the B.C. Newcomers’ Guide 2025 edition. Guided by user 

feedback, the new and improved Guide offers updated information and enhanced features which 

include:   

  

• Pre - and post -arrival checklists for newcomers   

• Scannable QR codes for quick access to websites and links  

• Improved navigation with dedicated end -of-chapter resources  

• A complete A - Z resources directory that is tailored to user needs  

 

The Newcomers’ Guide 2025 edition is now available in digital and print copies.  Get a free copy 

today  and start your new life in B.C. with confidence . 

 

July 24, 2025    
Public consultations on Canada’s next Immigration Levels Plan now open   

 

Each year, the federal department of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) is 

required to consult broadly as part of its development of the annual Immigration Levels Plan which 

outlines Canada’s immigration targets for the coming three years.  The Levels Plan sets targets for 

new permanent residents (including provincial nominees), temporary workers and international 

students . 

https://staging.welcomebc.ca/cmsctx/pm/523690c3-927b-4a87-a4de-9e4b34f61ae1/culture/en-CA/wg/95cf3b01-a6ec-445a-9662-500fad906c18/readonly/0/ea/1/h/96443a9ee8259df1209ac76d0d9cd38300f3eae072c2b7b294e49a2c2bdabb68/-/home?uh=84e408e5638fa6ea19ff6418ebebc44d9973c0452d241cd652f663e044f44463&administrationurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstaging.welcomebc.ca%2FAdmin
https://staging.welcomebc.ca/cmsctx/pm/523690c3-927b-4a87-a4de-9e4b34f61ae1/culture/en-CA/wg/95cf3b01-a6ec-445a-9662-500fad906c18/readonly/0/ea/1/h/96443a9ee8259df1209ac76d0d9cd38300f3eae072c2b7b294e49a2c2bdabb68/-/start-your-life-in-b-c/bc-newcomers-guide?uh=ef4f84656f9c16f05bb051f58f2c1f635bb79e3cece1e7e194923e701729346d&administrationurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstaging.welcomebc.ca%2FAdmin
https://staging.welcomebc.ca/cmsctx/pm/523690c3-927b-4a87-a4de-9e4b34f61ae1/culture/en-CA/wg/95cf3b01-a6ec-445a-9662-500fad906c18/readonly/0/ea/1/h/96443a9ee8259df1209ac76d0d9cd38300f3eae072c2b7b294e49a2c2bdabb68/-/start-your-life-in-b-c/bc-newcomers-guide?uh=ef4f84656f9c16f05bb051f58f2c1f635bb79e3cece1e7e194923e701729346d&administrationurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstaging.welcomebc.ca%2FAdmin
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The 2025 consultations on immigration levels are currently open until August 17, 2025. To 

participate in the consultations, visit  2025 consultations on immigration levels - Canada.ca.    

 

June 23, 2025    
BC PNP Statistical Report and Year in Review 2024 released   

 

The BC PNP has released its Statistical Report and Year in Review for 2024.   

 

The Report presents statistical information about the program, including the number of 

nominations issued, occupations, salaries, countries of origin, and regional distribution of 

nominees throughout the province. The Report also highlights strategic prior ities set by the 

Province and performance measures used to monitor results.   

 

This year’s report continues the ‘Year in Review’ section, first introduced in 2022, providing an 

overview of the BC PNP’s key accomplishments in 2024, especially in areas identified as program 

priorities . 

 

The Report and previous reports from 2016 to 2023 are available on the  Archived 

Documents  page.    

 

April 14, 2025    
BC PNP to focus on healthcare, entrepreneurs and high economic impact candidates in 2025   

 

B.C. is committed to using the BC Provincial Nominee Program (BC PNP) to meet the most critical 

labour market and economic needs in the province, despite the 50% reduction in B.C.’s allocation 

for 2025.    

 

The BC PNP started the calendar year with an inventory of approximately 5,200 applications before 

getting confirmation of the 4,000 nominations allocated by the federal government.    

 

With more applications received than nominations available, the BC PNP will use some of the 4,000 

nominations to accept approximately 1,100 new applications from eligible health authority 

employees, entrepreneurs and skilled workers creating high economic impact in the province. The 

remaining 2,900 spaces will be used to nominate some of the applications already received.   

Program updates:   

• International Post -Graduate (IPG) applications received between September 1, 2024 and 

January 7, 2025 will be waitlisted until more nominations become available. All other 

applications received in 2024 and early 2025 will be processed in 2025.    

• The BC PNP does not expect to resume general or priority occupation targeted invitations to 

apply (ITAs) in 2025. Instead, the program will issue a limited number of ITAs to Skills 

Immigration registrants who are likely to create high economic impact in B. C.; the program 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/transparency/consultations/2025-consultations-immigration-levels.html
https://staging.welcomebc.ca/cmsctx/pm/523690c3-927b-4a87-a4de-9e4b34f61ae1/culture/en-CA/wg/95cf3b01-a6ec-445a-9662-500fad906c18/readonly/0/ea/1/h/96443a9ee8259df1209ac76d0d9cd38300f3eae072c2b7b294e49a2c2bdabb68/-/immigrate-to-b-c/bc-pnp-archive?uh=4d37dcdc79f82b5e326f8854205e9ae31a3d490d3a995e71629b591b009eb4f3&administrationurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstaging.welcomebc.ca%2FAdmin
https://staging.welcomebc.ca/cmsctx/pm/523690c3-927b-4a87-a4de-9e4b34f61ae1/culture/en-CA/wg/95cf3b01-a6ec-445a-9662-500fad906c18/readonly/0/ea/1/h/96443a9ee8259df1209ac76d0d9cd38300f3eae072c2b7b294e49a2c2bdabb68/-/immigrate-to-b-c/bc-pnp-archive?uh=4d37dcdc79f82b5e326f8854205e9ae31a3d490d3a995e71629b591b009eb4f3&administrationurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstaging.welcomebc.ca%2FAdmin
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anticipates nominating approximately 100 such individuals from the registration pool, which 

currently has more than 10,000 candidates. Invitations may also be issued to support the 

Province’s strategic goals. These factors – which may vary for each draw – will be published 

at the time of each invitation to apply. The program expects to issue the first ITA for high 

economic impact candidates in early May.   

• Invitations to apply will continue to be issued to Entrepreneur Immigration registrants 

throughout 2025.   

• Effective immediately, eligibility for the Health Authority stream will be restricted to positions 

that contribute directly to the provision of healthcare services, such as doctors, nurses and 

allied health professionals.  The complete list of eligible healthcare occupations can be found 

at this link.  

• Based on consultations with the Ministry of Education and Child Care, future targeted 

invitations to apply (ITAs) will focus on Early Childhood Educator positions. Early Childhood 

Educator Assistants will no longer be part of the targeted draws.   

• In consultation with the Ministry of Health, enhanced guidelines will be developed for social 

workers and community service workers.    

• The BC PNP is committed to returning to a 3 -month service standard for new applications 

submitted in 2025.   

• The BC PNP is pausing plans to launch three new student streams until B.C.’s allocation 

levels are restored.   

 

B.C. is committed to working with the federal government to support eligible nominee candidates 

to extend their work permits.    

 

B.C. will continue to strongly advocate to the federal government for increased allocation to help 

the province attract and retain critical workers needed to grow the economy.   

 

Complete information about program changes can be found in the updated  Skills Immigration 

Program Guide.    

Information bulletin   

 

March 3, 2025  
March is Fraud Prevention Month   

 

Fraud Prevention Month is an annual campaign to raise public awareness of fraud. This March, the 

BC Provincial Nominee Program (BC PNP) is focusing on "protecting yourself against immigration 

fraud" as part of the campaign.   

 

The BC PNP's key message highlights what potential immigrants and employers should know to 

identify and avoid scams.   

 

Learn more about immigration fraud  and take a fraud awareness quiz . 

 

https://staging.welcomebc.ca/cmsctx/pm/523690c3-927b-4a87-a4de-9e4b34f61ae1/culture/en-CA/wg/95cf3b01-a6ec-445a-9662-500fad906c18/readonly/0/ea/1/h/96443a9ee8259df1209ac76d0d9cd38300f3eae072c2b7b294e49a2c2bdabb68/-/immigrate-to-b-c/about-the-bc-provincial-nominee-program/about-the-bc-provincial-nominee-program?uh=142774c27ec84b77fc921e10831b9f46afb63dfc86f89b25b8d9d6ba1c5a65b5&administrationurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstaging.welcomebc.ca%2FAdmin
https://staging.welcomebc.ca/cmsctx/pm/523690c3-927b-4a87-a4de-9e4b34f61ae1/culture/en-CA/wg/95cf3b01-a6ec-445a-9662-500fad906c18/readonly/0/ea/1/h/96443a9ee8259df1209ac76d0d9cd38300f3eae072c2b7b294e49a2c2bdabb68/-/immigrate-to-b-c/about-the-bc-provincial-nominee-program/about-the-bc-provincial-nominee-program?uh=142774c27ec84b77fc921e10831b9f46afb63dfc86f89b25b8d9d6ba1c5a65b5&administrationurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstaging.welcomebc.ca%2FAdmin
https://staging.welcomebc.ca/cmsctx/pm/523690c3-927b-4a87-a4de-9e4b34f61ae1/culture/en-CA/wg/95cf3b01-a6ec-445a-9662-500fad906c18/readonly/0/ea/1/h/96443a9ee8259df1209ac76d0d9cd38300f3eae072c2b7b294e49a2c2bdabb68/-/immigrate-to-b-c/about-the-bc-provincial-nominee-program/documents?uh=5d17b9c427c7dfdac5a657c4a1e8bc40852ffdd772eb7a0beda2b0822144c74b&administrationurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstaging.welcomebc.ca%2FAdmin#For_workers
https://staging.welcomebc.ca/cmsctx/pm/523690c3-927b-4a87-a4de-9e4b34f61ae1/culture/en-CA/wg/95cf3b01-a6ec-445a-9662-500fad906c18/readonly/0/ea/1/h/96443a9ee8259df1209ac76d0d9cd38300f3eae072c2b7b294e49a2c2bdabb68/-/immigrate-to-b-c/about-the-bc-provincial-nominee-program/documents?uh=5d17b9c427c7dfdac5a657c4a1e8bc40852ffdd772eb7a0beda2b0822144c74b&administrationurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstaging.welcomebc.ca%2FAdmin#For_workers
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025PSFS0003-000322
https://staging.welcomebc.ca/cmsctx/pm/523690c3-927b-4a87-a4de-9e4b34f61ae1/culture/en-CA/wg/95cf3b01-a6ec-445a-9662-500fad906c18/readonly/0/ea/1/h/96443a9ee8259df1209ac76d0d9cd38300f3eae072c2b7b294e49a2c2bdabb68/-/immigrate-to-b-c/about-the-bc-provincial-nominee-program/fraud-awareness?uh=428153cf909b4dc9246ea435e2d4d2b96818c5bff1e88d823024c14d8de5fc64&administrationurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstaging.welcomebc.ca%2FAdmin
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January 31, 2025   
BC PNP allocation reduced for 2025   

 

The federal government has confirmed B.C.’s allocation of provincial nominees for 2025 is 4,000. 

This is a 50% reduction from 2024.     

 

The BC Provincial Nominee Program (BC PNP) is planning how to use the program in 2025 due to 

the reduced allocation. This will determine operational matters such as invitations to apply (ITAs) 

and the opening of the student streams.    

The Health Authority and Entrepreneur streams will remain open.    

 

BC PNP processing times are expected to increase for the rest of the year due to significantly 

reduced nominations allotted to B.C. by the federal government.   

 

January 17, 2025   
New edition of Skills Immigration Program Guide in effect   

 

The BC PNP has published a new edition of the Skills Immigration Program Guide. This new Guide 

is effective as of January  17, 2025.    

 

BC PNP applications are assessed against the criteria and policies in place at the time an 

application is submitted. Please ensure you are using the correct edition of the Guide.    

 

Current and previous editions of all Guides can be found on our  Guides, forms, reports and 

documents  page.    

 

January 7, 2025   
New edition of Skills Immigration Program Guide in effect   

 

The BC PNP has published a new edition of the Skills Immigration Program Guide. This new Guide 

is effective as of January  7, 2025.    

 

BC PNP applications are assessed against the criteria and policies in place at the time an 

application is submitted. Please ensure you are using the correct edition of the Guide.  

 

https://staging.welcomebc.ca/cmsctx/pm/523690c3-927b-4a87-a4de-9e4b34f61ae1/culture/en-CA/wg/95cf3b01-a6ec-445a-9662-500fad906c18/readonly/0/ea/1/h/96443a9ee8259df1209ac76d0d9cd38300f3eae072c2b7b294e49a2c2bdabb68/-/immigrate-to-b-c/about-the-bc-provincial-nominee-program/documents?uh=5d17b9c427c7dfdac5a657c4a1e8bc40852ffdd772eb7a0beda2b0822144c74b&administrationurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstaging.welcomebc.ca%2FAdmin#For_workers
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